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Dear 24th District Neighbors:

I can’t believe it’s already February! January flew by and was packed full of events and
activities. 

The second half of the month began with a flurry of meetings, many with service or
advocacy groups wanting to share their legislative agendas for the coming session.
Groups I met with included Korean American leaders from the Hana Center, the
Woodstock Institute, the Illinois Area Agencies on Aging, Citizen Action, She Votes Illinois,
and moms from the Back of the Yards who have been fighting for a new library. 

There were all kinds of events hosted by various organizations as well, such as the Illinois
Restaurant Association’s annual luncheon; a tour of the Back of the Yards Bank Building
which is at the center of a proposal for a film music scoring stage and postproduction
center; an event for Project Vision, a nonprofit in the district that does great work. I
attended the Illinois Association of Park Districts Annual Awards luncheon and sat with the
good folks from the Chicago Park District. 

Last weekend, the festivities marking the Lunar New Year began early, with the lantern
lighting event in Chinatown and a dinner out in the suburbs with the Chinese American
Association of Greater Chicago. 

For Lunar New Year’s Day itself, I was in Springfield for our legislative session. During our
two days at the Capitol, I worked on getting bills ready to file, met with more advocates,
and attended an important briefing on potential threats to Medicaid at the federal level of
government and how that would affect our state. There was some potentially alarming
news, but my colleagues and I are committed to fighting as hard as possible against
heartless and punitive cuts that would harm the most vulnerable residents of our state. 

Speaking of vulnerable populations, our office has also been actively sharing “Know Your
Rights” information in light of the increased activity on the part of ICE to detain and deport
undocumented residents. Our office is committed to assisting our residents as much as
possible to ensure that everyone knows that each person has the right to remain silent and
not open the door unless a criminal warrant signed by a judge is presented. We have
posted a variety of Know Your Rights on our facebook page, but there is also a good
website with the essentials listed here.

Finally, a scheduling note: our office will be closed next Wednesday, February 12th, in
recognition of Lincoln’s Birthday, an official State of Illinois holiday, as well as Monday,
February 17th, for Presidents Day. The next issue of our newsletter will be published on
Tuesday, February 18th. Our normal office hours are Monday to Friday from 9 AM to 5 PM.
Please contact me at my constituent service office at (872)281-5775 or email us
at office@reptheresamah.com and we will be sure to respond when the office is open. We
will continue to regularly post helpful information on our Facebook Page.

Sincerely, 
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State Representative, 24th District
Theresa Mah, Ph.D.

Important information!
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